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Objective: The present study aims to map the knowledge structure and analyze the research
trends in global scholarly studies on the participation of think tanks in governance systems. It
seeks to identify the major patterns of scientific production, subject areas, leading countries
and institutions, major publishers, and thematic clusters in this field.

Methodology: This study employed a scientometric approach to analyze scholarly publications
on the participation of think tanks in governance systems. Data were retrieved from the Web
of Science database, covering publications published between 2000 and 2024. A total of 1,196
scholarly works were examined. The data were analyzed using bibliometric techniques,
including keyword co-occurrence analysis and keyword clustering. VOSviewer software was
used to visualize and identify the thematic structure and research clusters within the field.
Finding: The findings showed that among the 1,196 publications examined, Political Science,
Public Administration, and Environmental Studies accounted for the largest shares of
publications. China ranked first in terms of scientific output, with 344 publications, indicating
considerable attention to the use of scientific knowledge in governance and public
administration. In terms of institutional affiliations, the University of London ranked first with
41 publications, followed by China University of Mining and Technology, Tsinghua
University, and Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics. Elsevier, Taylor & Francis,
and Springer were the leading publishers in terms of the number of publications. The co-
occurrence analysis and clustering of keywords using VOSviewer identified four thematic
clusters from a total of 83 keywords. The largest cluster was characterized by keywords such
as think tanks, policymaking, international relations, social media, experts, and elites.
Result: The findings indicate that think tanks have become an important subject of global
scholarly research and play a significantrole in connecting knowledge, research, policymaking,
and governance. The thematic structure of the literature demonstrates that research in this field
extends across various dimensions of public policy, governance, and international relations.
Mapping the knowledge structure and research trends in this field can provide a clearer
understanding of its development and major research themes and can help identify emerging
and underexplored areas for future research on the role and participation of think tanks in
governance systems.
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