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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: The study aims to identify the factors influencing the growth and development of
Research theorizing in Iranian curriculum studies and determine each factor's relative contribution. The study

addresses the following question: What factors influence the growth and development of theorizing
in Iranian curriculum studies, and to what extent has each contributed to theory development?

Avrticle history: Methodology: This study employed a systematic review and meta-analysis. The study population
Received: 2026/03/25 consisted of published studies on theory and theorizing in Iranian curriculum studies between 1989
Received in revised: and 2026. After searching scientific databases, applying inclusion and exclusion criteria, removing

2026/04/03 duplicate records, and screening titles, abstracts, and full texts, 41 studies were included in the meta-
Accepted: 2026/04/26 analysis. Theoretical components were extracted from foundational sources and coded into 13

components. Statistical analyses were conducted using Comprehensive Meta-Analysis software
(CMA version 4). Effect sizes, cumulative effects, heterogeneity, publication bias, 95% confidence
intervals, and sensitivity analyses were calculated. The studies were classified according to Blaikie's
framework.
Keywords: Finding: The findings showed that only 41 studies met the criteria for inclusion in the meta-analysis,
Curriculum Theory and @and the_ number qf publications increased from the late 2000s onward. Based on _B!aikie_‘s f_ram_ework,
Theory-Development 8 studlgs examined the "what", 19 the "wh_y"I and 14 t_he "how" of theorlzmg, indicating the
. ! . predominance of explanatory approaches. Statistical analysis revealed that the social component had
Currlculu_m . Studies, the largest effect size (0.798), whereas the philosophical component had the smallest (0.507). The
Systematic  Review, Effect  social component, with a cumulative effect of 33.846 across 16 studies, formed the largest meta-
Size, Overlap Network. analytic network, while the structural component, with a cumulative effect of 34.801 across 13
studies, represented the strongest data-flow network. By contrast, the philosophical component
showed the weakest overlap network, with a cumulative effect of 28.800. Overlap analysis further
demonstrated that most studies relied on a limited number of seminal references. Heterogeneity,
sensitivity, and publication bias analyses confirmed the robustness and credibility of the findings.
Result: The findings indicate that theorizing in Iranian curriculum studies depends more on social,
structural, and institutional contexts than on individual or methodological factors. The predominance
of the social component highlights the role of scholarly interactions, research policies, and
collaborative networks in theory development, whereas the limited contribution of the philosophical
component suggests that fundamental theoretical issues have not yet received sufficient attention.
The classification of studies based on Blaikie's framework revealed that researchers have focused
primarily on explaining why and how theorizing occurs, whereas studies addressing its theoretical
foundations remain limited. Therefore, improving the quality of theorizing requires strengthening
institutional infrastructures, revising research policies, enhancing education in theorizing
methodology, expanding scholarly collaboration, and developing indigenous theoretical frameworks.
Although limiting the study population to studies indexed in domestic databases and the dependence
of the findings on the quality of primary studies constitute important limitations, this meta-analysis
integrates statistical analysis with theoretical synthesis to provide a coherent account of the current
state of theory and theorizing in Iranian curriculum studies and offers a valuable foundation for future
research and science policy.
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Model Index Statistics for each Study CI for all 95% CI
g SP v low Lim. UP Lim.  Z-Value P-Value

No1 -0.09 011 -0.76 058 -0.24 0.80 2737 —_—
Noz -1.46 0.10 2.00 156 0.00 2,052
N03 -0.80 0.09 -1.38 272 0.01 —_—
No4 -0.72 0.12 -1.40 0.04
Nos 0.01 0.05 -0.47 0.55 0.84 —_—
No6 2.22 0.18 1.37 3.06 0.00
No7 0.50 0.0z -0.78 0.21 o011 ——
Nog -0.28 0.03 -0.60 0.03 0.10 ——
Noy 0.42 0.03 -0.76 -0.07 0.02 —
N10 -0.50 0.02 -0.80 021 0.00 s
Nit 0.5 0.12 -0.58 0.59 0.82 ——
Ni2 0.48 0.03 0.82 -0.14 0.01 —_—
N13 0.35 0.18 0.03 0.70 0.01 0.04 —_—
N4 -0.51 0.17 0.03 -0.87 -0.20 0.00 —_—
Ni5 -0.41 0.15 0.02 -0.52 -0.18 0.00 -
N16 -0.53 0.17 0.03 -0.86 0.18 0.00 —_—
N17 0.65 0.15 1.52 0.12 0.10 ——
Nig -0.62 0.14 ERE] 0.50
N19 -0.08 0.12 -0.75 0.60 0.2 —
N20 0.02 0.10 -0.54 0.59 0.94 ——
N21 0.08 0.06 0.74 0.40 0.52 —
N22 0.05 0.06 051 0.62 0.89 —_——
N23 017 0.09 -0.10 0.75 0.65 —_——
N21 -0.01 0.08 -0.58 0.55 0.96 —_—
N25 -0.09 0.08 -0.66 048 0.76 R —
N26 1.07 0.03 0.76 0.00 ——
N27 -1.47 0.11 211 0.00 —e—
N28 -0.93 0.02 122 0.00 —_
N29 0.09 0.04 -0.28 0.60 2.105 —
N30 113 0.07 -1.61 0.00 1.271 —
N31 0.08 0.03 0.26 0.62 2,103 —_—
N32 -1.33 0.08 1.92 0.00 3.432
N33 -0.43 0.03 -0.77 0.02 0.783 ——
N3t 0.08 0.05 -0.66 2,690 [——
N3 -1.73 0.11 238 2,938 _—
N36 0.03 0.08 0.50 2,047 —_—
N37 0.03 0.03 -0.32 1.297 ——
N3 0.04 0.03 -0.31 1.398 -
N9 051 0.01 0.89 13524 —_—
N40 -1.13 0.07 -1.64 0 1.271 ———
Na1 0.3 0.07 -0.38 0.73 1.377 —_—

Fixed -0.28 0.00 -0.36 -0.19 -6.26 0.00 1917
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(CI for p) [CI] 95% CI T Var. n| R Variable
(3.14,459)  [0.145] 3.901 0.027 0.498 0.318 g0l
(2.62,4.60) [0.196] 3.883 0.010 0.546 0.067 0.754 Sl
(2.99,3.61) [0.062] 3.908 0.157 0.419 -0.241 ©dlaidl

(2.74,3.73) [0.098] 3.905 0.165 0.401 -0.310 &l
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