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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: This study aims to conduct a comparative scientometric analysis of the domestic
Research and international literature on strategic planning and management in higher education, with a

particular focus on universities, in order to identify the thematic structure, research trends, and
knowledge gaps through scientometric and network analysis approaches.

Article history: Methodology: This study employed a scientometric approach. The dataset consisted of 135

Received: 2026/03/26 domestic publications indexed in the I1SC Scientific Content Database and 8,697 international
Received in revised: publications retrieved from the Scopus database. No temporal restrictions were applied; all

2026/04/13 records indexed from the inception of each database until the data collection date were
Accepted: 2026/04/26 included. Data were analyzed using the Ravar Matrix software and the Bibliometrix package.

Available online: 2026/05/06 The thematic structure and developmental dynamics of the field were examined through
keyword co-occurrence analysis and Callon’s strategic diagrams.
Finding: The findings indicate that strategic planning and management in universities share a
common conceptual core in both the domestic and international literature; however, they differ
) . . considerably in terms of thematic orientation, conceptual maturity, and research priorities. Four
University _ StrategiC  thematic clusters were identified in the domestic literature, whereas three major clusters
Management, ~ Scientometric  emerged in the international literature. In the domestic literature, the main research themes
Approach,  Keywords  Co- include strategic planning, performance evaluation, knowledge management, the balanced
occurrence, Network mapping,  scorecard, mission, vision, and information technology, with a primary emphasis on strategic
Emerging topics. planning as a managerial tool and planning process. In contrast, the international literature
extends beyond planning instruments to focus on students’ experiences, learning processes,
educational quality, curriculum design, sustainable development, innovation, decision-making,
leadership, and management in higher education and health systems. The findings also reveal
that the domestic literature has notable research gaps in stakeholder orientation, leadership,
outcome-oriented research, sustainability, and digital transformation.
Result: The comparison between the domestic and international literature suggests that
although domestic studies have addressed the core concepts of strategic planning, greater
emphasis is needed on stakeholder-oriented, human-centered, outcome-oriented, and future-
oriented research, particularly in the areas of sustainability and digital transformation, to
enhance the effectiveness of university management. This study provides a foundation for
future research and contributes to aligning strategic planning in universities with national and
global needs.
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