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Purpose: The use of stigmatizing language can create barriers for people with disabilities
to access health services. People with disabilities are from groups that often experience
stigmatizing language. This study quantitatively analyzes stigmatizing words in Persian
scientific texts related to the field of disability.

Methodlogy: The present study is an applied study and was conducted using bibliometric
techniques. The population of this study was the scientific productions of four information
sources, including the National System of Ethics in Biomedical Research to search for
projects and theses with an ethics code, the Irandoc treasure system to search for
theses/dissertations, the database of the Scientific Information Center of the Academic
Jihad, and the National Library. Words with potential stigma, including "disabled",
"disability", "disabled people" and "disabled people" were searched in articles from four
non-exhaustive sources between 2013 and 2014 in January 2014. The trends of
productions, publications and universities with the most productions, gender of authors
and publication illustrations were drawn.

Findlings: A total of 1366 documents were found, with theses showing the highest usage
of stigmatizing language. The production of articles has increased by more than 2.5% over
the past decade, rising from 69 documents in 1392 to 187 documents in 1401. Among the
sources, theses showed the highest prevalence of stigmatizing language, followed by
research proposals, articles, and books. Islamic Azad University and higher education
institutions were the most prolific producers of such texts. Among journals, the “Journal
of Disability Studies” published the highest number of articles containing stigmatizing
language (24 articles). Gender analysis revealed that 61.59% of authors were male and
38.41% were female. The frequency of words was recorded as follows: “disabled people
was (565), disability (331), disabled (251), disabled people (219).These findings indicate
that stigmatizing language is often used in studies focusing on physical and mobility
disabilities as well as urban accessibility challenges. Additionally, journals that received
ethical approval from the National Committee for Biomedical Research Ethics showed
more than a twofold increase in the use of stigmatizing language in recent years.
Conclusion: The increasing trend of using stigmatizing language in Persian scientific
texts highlights the need to develop guidelines to combat and prevent the spread of
disrespectful language. It is recommended that this issue be considered as an important
priority in order to promote health.
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