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Objective: Academic journals are not only platforms for publishing research findings but
also critical instruments in institutionalizing knowledge, directing scientific policy, and
reflecting discursive transformations in every specialized field. In criminal law—an
interdisciplinary and policy-sensitive domain—the structural and content analysis of
journals provides a robust basis for evaluating the current state of knowledge, identifying
research gaps, and shaping strategic pathways for scholarly advancement. In Iran, the
Criminal Law Doctrines journal is regarded as one of the most reputable periodicals in
the field, contributing significantly to the development of theory and application in areas
such as criminology, criminal policy, and Islamic criminal jurisprudence. Despite its
prominence, no comprehensive analysis has yet been conducted to assess the thematic
orientations, authorship patterns, or structural dynamics of the journal’s academic output.
This study aims to fill this gap by offering a systematic and data-driven assessment of the
journal's performance over a thirteen-year period (2011-2023), with the goal of informing
future editorial strategies and national research policies in criminal law.

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive—analytical design based on
quantitative content analysis. The statistical population consists of all 249 articles
published in 26 issues of the Criminal Law Doctrines journal between 2011 and 2023.
For each article, key variables including title, number and rank of authors, institutional
affiliation, gender, authorship structure (individual or group-based), and main subject area
were extracted and coded. The data were analyzed using Microsoft Excel, and the results
are presented through statistical tables, graphs, and thematic interpretations.

Findings: The analysis indicates a relatively stable and gradually increasing trend in the
volume of publications. Most contributors held the academic rank of assistant professor
or above, and a significant number were PhD candidates, demonstrating strong
engagement from early-career researchers. However, gender disparity remains stark:
female authors accounted for only 12% of the total, and institutional participation was
predominantly limited to major universities located in Tehran and a few provincial hubs
(notably Shahid Beheshti University, University of Tehran, and Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad), suggesting limited geographic diversity.

Thematically, the most represented fields were criminal policy (45 articles; 17.2%),
international criminal law (16%), and criminology (13%). In contrast, subjects such as
general criminal law, criminal procedure, criminal philosophy, juvenile justice, and
evidentiary law were underrepresented, pointing to a thematic imbalance and the relative
neglect of foundational and emerging subfields. Moreover, the dominant authorship
model was individual or co-authored by two researchers; collaborative or interdisciplinary
works were rare, reflecting a potential shortfall in research integration and collective
inquiry.

Conclusion: This study provides a comprehensive and systematic portrayal of scholarly
output in one of Iran’s leading criminal law journals. The findings underscore the journal's
success in establishing a stable publication trajectory and its role in promoting high-level
academic engagement, especially among faculty and doctoral students. Nevertheless,
significant challenges remain: limited thematic diversity, gender imbalance, and narrow
institutional representation all signal the need for renewed editorial strategies and
inclusive academic policies. From a scholarly policy perspective, the results advocate for
more diversified and balanced calls for papers, greater encouragement of interdisciplinary
and multi-author research, and targeted efforts to support underrepresented subject areas
and contributor groups. Importantly, the use of a quantitative content analysis framework
offers a replicable model for evaluating journal performance that could be applied to other
legal and humanities periodicals seeking to enhance their academic standards and research
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impact. By identifying dominant patterns and neglected gaps in Iran’s criminal law
scholarship, this study contributes to the national conversation on legal research
development and provides practical guidance for thesis supervision, editorial planning,
and policy formation. It also highlights the potential for using content analysis not only
as an evaluative tool but also as a strategic mechanism for shaping the future landscape
of legal academia in Iran and comparable jurisdictions.
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